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President’s Message by Founder, Doris Aldrich
Is it even possible to describe the journey
through and out of the horrors of flesh traffick-
ing, genital mutilation, HIV positive youth,
extreme poverty, famine, disease, severe infant
mortality and domestic abuse? Word pictures
could never paint such a joy-filled look back to
the road traveled by Women to the World. The
success we now enjoy fully compensates for a
year of struggle through fear, doubt and often
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discouragement.

This past year has proven that women worldwide can be trusted to
pay back personal micro-loans in the hundreds, village youth will
embrace education for a future of hope, and the simple lighting of a
health center can save hundreds of lives. Here we have solid proof
that we may rest in the fact that micro-business and economic stabil-
ity indeed empowers women and their families in a march to freedom

from abuse and poverty. We have
seen the miracle of orphan care
producing clear, young minds for
advanced education and sustaina-
ble employment. Clean water
saved lives by the thousands. We
held the hand of grateful women
in the process of gaining the dig-
nity of economic strength. We
now cling to these realities, no
longer dreams but a roadmap for the future.

The success of Women to the World is entirely dependent upon the
generosity of donors of means, matched with clarity of thought and a
passion for setvice. The growth of the Board of Directors proves to
be a solid foundation for future growth.

The PALS Institute Project continues to evolve and produce pro-
grams of substance for women in our communities hete at home.
This volunteer-driven work of compassion has attracted the attention
of local universities, colleges, not-for-profit agencies and government

-funded organizations, and philanthropic leaders in our midst, initiat- Board of Directors
ing partnerships that add strength and exceptional talent. The brave Dr. Robert Lewis, Chairman
women now enrolled in PALS deserve our dedicated best efforts in Mr. Stan Aldrich, CPA
the months and years ahead. With your promise, we have made the Mrs. Fran Browr;
permanent commitment to them. Mr. Alex Mazeika
Personally, I am grateful to God for His incredible blessings and Mr. Pat Parks

favor on this mission. Together, we are able to face the future with Mrs. Marge Radford
fresh energy and renewed strength. Workers come to us from around Dr. Brian Seagraves

the globe to support a vision of “empowering women to overcome Dr. Paul Settle

poverty, dependency, and abuse.” Mrs. Evona VanGemeren
Yours in service throughout the coming years,
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